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r- v 3er^m\nh O'l^ary 

' ;■:' ! A. Syra^i-a. chief coun:--el to ■■:••:? sp'‘.:-ai 
testi on me r:A:: of i .m 

; ■, .,.m, file accused assassai of Presidcni J-ohn F. 
Kennedy. ■' --x cu ..' . . 

;’-^rayue wrote to Kelley after learning that the 
'n- mceived a new bailet found near the spot 
’ ■ : where Keni’:edy was shm in November 

no j that (he bureau had asked James £. O'^- 
N o b- . . a c I i n g ch. i e f 0 f t h 8 N a ti onal A rc hi V es , f 0 r r h e 
0 bid lets in order to make laboratory tests. 
So far, O’Neill has refused the request. 

“I am somewhat surprised that in view of the 
in '.estig at ion presently under way by the House of 
F p‘-esentatives into the murders of President 
fN'Ciedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that your 
biunau would not bring to the attention of the com- 
rnir-ee the underlying basis for such a request so 
that the matter could then be handled on a joint 
ccv;f>eranve basis,” Sprague wrote Kelley. “I don’t 
dunk it is appropriate for any agency of the execu- 
tive branch to attempt to obtain physical evidence 
in the custody of National Archives without appro- 
pnate safeguards and discussion with the select 
committee.” 


to tne Kemicdy case witaouL maKLug prisyicm com- 
parison to the Oswald bullets. 



budcf.i umre icj.ad i.n the aNerrrmm of ;:;c osm-:U- 
nation. FBI ballistics vests showed that the Duiiers 
revtovered in November 1963 came from the rifle 
Oswald owned, but ir has never been ascertained 
svhether a third shot was fired, possibly by another 
ganman from a different spot. 

Since O’Neill has refused to give the FBI the 
original bullets, and Sprague is protesting the re- 
quest, the FBI is now expected to place the 
custody controversy before the attorney general 
■'or resolution. 


THE NATIONAL .VRCffiVES has had custody i 
since 1966 of ail evidence and dcxiuments used by j 
the V/arren Commission, which investigated the 1 
Kennedy assassination. Spokesmen for the House 
committee said O’Neill informed Rep. Thomas 
Downing, D-Va., then chairman, on Dec. 30 that 
the FBI was seeking the Oswald test bullets. 

Sprague then wrote O’Neill requesting that he 
“maintain care and custody for our use and not 
permit any other agency to remove these materi- 
als.” 

The dispute could be a prelude to more collisions 
between Sprague's investigators and the FBI over 
the new inquiry into the King and Kennedy assas- i 
sinations. 

FBI officials explained that they needed the test 
bullets from Oswald's rifle to make comparisons 
whih a bullet found by a Dallas man in November 
1976 but not disclosed by him until last month. 
Richard Lester of Dallas told The Star today he 
found the mangled bullet with the aid of a metal 
detector about 61 steps from the Texas Schoolbook 
INepository — the building from which Oswald was 
accused of firing the shots that killed Kennedy. 
Asked why he had not come forward with the bul- 
let until now, Lester said, “because it was on. rail- 
road property and I didn't want them to get it from 
me. But when I heard the investigation was being 
reopened I decided to make it known.” 
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